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THE HELP TEAM

Identity theft growing; here’s how to fight it

Identity thieves are persistent, creative and destructive, VIDEO REPORT ville are favorite hunting grounds for ID thieves.
especially in South Florida. But information bandits can be But how do you avoid ID thieves in the first place?
thwarted. You just need to learn how to protect your fi- Daniel Fora video report on protecting your identity during taxseason,  Kurkin —who works with dealerships from Palm Beach,
nancial house as well as what to do if you are . visitSun-Sentinel.com/helpteam and Miami-Dade counties — is on the front line in

Just ask South Florida attorney Alex Kurkin. He speciab Vasquez N theba_t‘de against ID thieves. Here are few tips from his
izes in making sure his auto dealership clients are compli- In 2007 alone, the FTC received more than 800,000 con- experience;

ant with federal laws requiring credit providers to safe- COMMENTARY sumer fraud and identity theft complaints nationwide,

ard customers’ private information. resulting in $1.2 billion dollars in consumer losses.
guSunmmeasnosm-pﬂsetolﬁnlnnlastwee}twhenthe The Sunshine State has consistently ranked high — fifth Checkomammpanycaref“‘“? o
Federal Trade Commission released its annual fraud statis- or sixth nationally — for the past five years, with the num- Last year, one of the dealergHips represented by Kurkin

ber of known crimes climbing steadily. Floridians reported  had credit applications stolen from a file cabinet. He has
14,000 incidents in 2003. That number topped 19,000 last since helped the company practice higher standards for
year. storing paperwork.

South Florida is among the nation'’s top hot spots, rank- “Before filling out a credit application, look around,”
ing 31st out of nearly 280 major metropolitan areas tracked
by the FTC. Within the state, Orlando, Tampa and Jackson- B ID THEFT CONTINUES ON 7D

ucsand again ranked Florida fifth in the nation for ID theft.
1Ds is more [profitable] than robbing a bank,”
he says. “And it’s less criminal because it's less violent.
That's why the crime is such a phenomenon.”
And it's why ID theft continues to be one of the most
pervasive crimes in South Florida and across the country.

TIPS FOR PROTECTING YOUR IDENTITY

Never provide your Social Security k anyone unless
reqv.ﬂledbylaw 'Miie somemerchanls request it for marketing rea-
sons, only give this i when asked

(including municipalities) or financial Insmutions {banks, credit card
companies, etc.) you are doing with.

Use a shredder when dispesing of documents |
information. Not all machines are equal: Buy what is called a micro-
::&er  which tums papennm confetti and credit cards into plastic

Hirea credltmnihrlngservl:eho be extra cautious, or if you have
been a victim. Befare choosing, make sure the service monitors all
three major cradit bureaus (Equifax, Experian and TransUnion) 24
hours a day, seven days a week. And that it will alert you immediately
rather than quarterly or by snail mail,




Fight to stop
ID theft begins

with prevention

M ID THEFT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1D

says Kurkin. “If you see a desk
with a stack of applications
from other customers, that's a
bad sign.” If the business isn’t
careful about such forms in
general, he asks, why would
they be careful with yours?

Before applying for credit,

ask to see the Privacy Notice

Often, companies collecting
credit information wish to use
your private information for
other purposes. For instance,
car dealerships may want to
sell or share your information
with third-party companies
that may want to sell you after-
market parts. By federal law,
creditors must inform you
before doing so.

If the company doesn’t men-
tion the notice, bring it up your-
self. And if a third-party clause
exists, opt out and prevent your
information from being shared.

Treat credit applications

like fine jewelry

If you take a credit applica-
tion home to fill out, don't leave
the completed form lying
around your home, office or
carseat. “Treatitlikeit’sa
diamond,” he says, “because
it’s worth more than thatto a
criminal who can sell your
information over and over.”

While the FTC reports paint
ableak picture, it's worth not-
ing the agency does not have
complete figures. That’s be-
cause in Florida and other
states, law enforcement does
not track ID thefts statewide.
Instead, police encourage
victims to file complaints with
the FTC, which maintains a
national database.

That’s why, if you become a

CONSUMER BLOG

Check out Daniel Vasquez's Con-
sumer Talk blog for ways to spend
your money wisely, use technolo-
gy to make life easier and keep
your family safe and healthy at
blogs.Sun-Sentinel.com/con-
sumerblog

victim, no matter the dollar
amourit involved, report it to
the feds. You can file an online
complaint at www.ftc.gov by
clicking “Contact Us” or calling
the toll-free ID Theft Hotline at
877-438-4338.

Florida’s official Web site,
www.myfloridalegal.com, also
offers a free “Identity Theft
Victim Kit,” providing a step-
by-step guide of what to do
when your Social Security
number or other private in-
formation has been compro-
mised. In short order, you
should:

Report the incident to all
three major credit bureaus;
Experian (888-397-3742), Equi-
fax (800-525-6285) and Trans-
Union (800-680-7289).

Contact the fraud depart-
ment of all your creditors,
including banks and credit
card companies.

Call police. You can contact
authorities where the fraud
occurred or where you reside.

Yes, it’s a lot of work. But as
Kurkin likes to tell friends and
clients, it’s easier to protect
your identity than it is to re-
cover your good name and
good credit after it's taken.

Daniel Vasquez can be
reached at dvasquez@sun-
sentinel.com, or :
954-356-4219, or
561-243-6600, ext. 4219. To
see more columns from Dan-
tel Vasquez, go to sun-senti-
nel.com/vasquez.




